Friday, January 17, 2003
Genesis 20:1 - 21:33
What an example of the fact that God does not bless us or use us in His ministry based on how well we behave. Abraham had a real problem with behaving well any time his safety seemed in doubt. For a second time he claimed that Sarah was his sister because he feared that other men would kill him to have her. God again miraculously rescued Sarah and then told Abimelech that Abraham was a prophet (first use of the word in Genesis) and that he would pray for the king! So Abraham the stretcher of the truth became the intercessor for the man whom God judged to have not done an intentional wrong. Why? Because as sinful as he could be, Abraham was God’s chosen man, not out of Abraham’s goodness, but out of God’s grace.
Ishmael was fourteen years old when Sarah finally was blessed by the birth of her own son, Isaac.  Within a couple of years, the joy of the new baby was tempered by the rise of the same old problem between Sarah and Hagar. It appears that this time Ishmael was the problem.  Perhaps he had hoped to inherit all of his father’s wealth, but knew that this would no longer be likely. God hadn’t caused the problem, but approved of the separation, assuring Abraham that all would be well with Hagar and Ishmael. Isaac was the son chosen by God to receive the covenant and would have to be the son to remain with his father.
Tomorrow’s reading will find Abraham faced with a command from God that he could never have anticipated, and that seemed to make all of God’s great promises to him impossible.
